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is a tax cut, and they are going to use
Medicare to pay for it, and make no
mistake about it, and it is not scare
tactics. It is telling the senior citizens
the truth, and that is what scares
them.

Mr. SABO. The gentleman from
North Carolina has good judgment.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. DELAY].

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to this sad alternative to a
real balanced budget.

The President agreed almost a month
ago to balance the budget using honest
numbers. Instead, he has offered us this
budget, unbalanced and discredited.

This budget alternative has been dis-
credited for two simple reasons. It does
not balance. It will not get any support
from an overwhelming bipartisan ma-
jority of this House.

First, the budget does not balance. it
does not even come close to balancing.
Even with a parade of smoke and mir-
rors that would make Houdini blush,
the President’s budget still remains $87
billion short of balance.

Why is reaching balance so impor-
tant? Because if we do not reach bal-
ance, we cannot get the balanced budg-
et dividend.

The President wants his cake, and
wants to eat it too. That may work in
the White House, but it does not work
in the real world.

To get interest rates down, to give
middle-class families a break on car
loans, on mortgage rates, on school
loans, we need a balanced budget.

And if my colleagues do not believe
me, look what happened yesterday on
the stock market.

Second, this budget will not come
close to receiving a majority vote in
this House, and that opposition will be
bipartisan. Members on both sides real-
ize that the President’s budget is a
loser.

My question to the President is this:
If you knew it was wildly unpopular,
why did you put it on the table?

And that is the real reason why we
are voting on this alternative. We have
not been able to engage the President
in honest discussions, so we are forced
to show the American people where the
administration has failed. And it has
failed miserably.

So, I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to send the President
another message:

Get serious on a real balanced budg-
et. Keep your promise, keep your word,
and work with the Congress to save
America’s future.

Balance the budget now.
Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2

minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. PAYNE].

Mr. PAYNE of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
sometimes the answers to our problems
are so obvious that we miss them en-
tirely, and that is exactly what is hap-
pening right now in this debate.

With the budget developed by the
Democratic coalition, we can break
this impasse right now. We can give
the American people the best Christ-
mas present ever: A budget that is bal-
anced fairly and equitably.

Our plan balances the budget in 7
years under CBO scoring, it reduces the
deficit faster and deeper than the Re-
publican plan, and it provides greater
resources to programs vital to working
Americans.

But let me use my time to focus for
a moment just on Medicare.

The Coalition has developed a Medi-
care reform plan that meets the de-
mand of the American people for fair-
ness, and efficiency and reform. It
assures the solvency of Medicare
through the year 2014. It asks all par-
ticipants in Medicare to share in pro-
tecting the program’s future. It
achieves private-sector innovations, in-
cluding provider sponsored networks
and private-sector managed care. It
provides expanded coverage for preven-
tive care. It avoids the deep cuts that
threaten the future of rural hospitals
in my district and other rural areas.

Our bill provides $100 billion more for
Medicaid than does the Republican
Conference plan, and by doing so it in-
sures health care coverage for our most
vulnerable citizens and for our rural
communities. This is why an increas-
ing number of health providers are lin-
ing up behind the coalition’s Medicare
reforms.

Just last Thursday, the American
Hospital Association issued a state-
ment which said it is time for a bipar-
tisan solution on the budget and on
Medicare and Medicaid, and the coali-
tion plan is a good framework. More
than a dozen other leading organiza-
tions have joined the AHA in praising
our budget’s health care provisions.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. SCARBOROUGH (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) for today, on account of
family matters.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) for today, on account of a
death in the family.

Mr. YATES of Florida (at the request
of Mr. GEPHARDT) after 3 p.m. today, on
account of personal business.

Mr. EDWARDS (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of the
birth of his son.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MILLER of California) to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. OLIVER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MILLER of California, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. POSHARD, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mrs. MORELLA) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mrs. MORELLA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DICKEY, for 5 minutes, on Decem-

ber 21.
Mr. RIGGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SHADEGG, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DIAZ-BALART, for 5 minutes each

day, today and on December 20.
Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SMITH of Michigan, for 5 minutes

each day, today and on December 20.
Mr. MICA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SAXTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GOODLATTE, for 5 minutes, today
Mr. HORN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MCINNIS, for 5 minutes, on De-

cember 20.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
REFERRED

A joint resolution of the Senate of
the following title was taken from the
Speaker’s table and, under the rule, re-
ferred as follows:

S.J. Res. 38. Joint resolution granting the
consent of Congress to the Vermont-New
Hampshire Interstate Public Water Supply
Compact; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
committee had examined and found
truly enrolled bills of the House of the
following titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 395. An act to designate the United
States courthouse and Federal building to be
constructed at the southeastern corner of
Liberty and South Virginia Streets in Reno,
Nevada, as the ‘‘Bruce R. Thompson United
States Courthouse and Federal Building.’’

H.R. 660. An act to amend the Fair Housing
Act to modify the exemption from certain
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